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4

Col Terry Markle
HQ TAC/SEF
Langley AFB, VA

he summer season is now

here. Along with warmer
temperatures and longer days,
it brings some unique condi-
tions that seriously affect how
we need to go about our
business of flying airplanes.
Historically, the summer
months are not the worst for
aircraft mishaps. Our TAC
average is about two aircraft
losses per month during June,
July, and August. While this is
slightly better than average,
the summer hazards are still
real and demand attention from
our TAC aircrews. In this
article I will specifically focus
on three areas of summer
hazards: summer disruptions,
weather, and heat.
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How important is
switchology ?

n A-7 pilot was part of a three-ship weapons

delivery mission. The aircraft was properly
loaded and configured for the high drag delivery
of two MK-82 500-pound bombs with a BSU-49 fin
assembly and an M904 nose fuse.

The Corsair II pilot accomplished a 400-knot
level delivery at 200 feet with a 4G in 2 seconds
escape maneuver. Everything was not as planned,
however, because the pilot had erroneously
selected “Nose” fuse on his armament panel

which should release the bomb slick and unarmed.

Upon impact, the bombs exploded, causing
fragmentation damage to the jet.

I don’t know about you, but this incident will
certainly make me pay even closer attention to
weapons delivery parameters and proper
switchology. Sure, this mission was planned for
safe escape distance, but those bombs weren’t
supposed to go off. You never know when
something that is not supposed to happen will, so

make double sure your switches are set - correctly.

INTERESTING ITEMS,
MISHAPS WITH MORALS,

FOR THE TAC
AIRCREWMAN

Weather observer
limitations

igh quality observations are provided to

military aircrews by Air Weather Service
observers. However, sixty-five Air Force and
Army airfields throughout the world have
conditions which restrict the weather observer
from seeing one or both ends of a runway when
taking an observation. How can weather
observations still be so good? Answer: Because of
the close cooperation with Air Traffic Control
(ATC), supervisors of flying (SOF's), and aircrew
personnel. Their inputs are necessary for
consistent, accurate weather observations. The
next time you are cleared cross-country, or are
landing at an alternate which is one of the bases
listed below, be aware that the official observation
may not include weather at the approach end.
Contact with ATC or the SOF can often provide
other relevant weather data. (Note: This
information has also been forwarded for possible
inclusion in FLIP.)
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THRU APR

AR

THRU APR

CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES

* IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
» QUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS

" TACSTOPS thru APR 1989

1st AF 9th AF 12th AF

35 TTW

507 TAIRCW 474 TFW

1 TFW 37 TEW

4 TFW 49 TFW
347 TFW 24 COMPW

318 FIS
325 TTW

482 TFW USAFTAWC
924 TFG USAFTFWC
906 TFG 28 AD
507 TFG

917 TFW

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

\CUMMULATIVE RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100.000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

110 TASG
138 TFG
177 FIG
114 TFG
155 TRG
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